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Research summary statements provided by
Dr. Tessie Rose Bailey of American Institutes of
Research

“Accommodations for reading are among the
most studied, with evidence showing that text-to-
speech or read-aloud can significantly increase
both pages read by SWDs and test scores
(Calhoun, Fuchs, & Hamlett, 2000; Dolan et al.,
2005; Elkind & Elkind, 2002; Fuchs et al.,
2000).”

“Read-aloud and text-to-speech accommoda-
tions can help reduce cognitive load by allowing
these students to bypass their issues with de-
coding and focus on reading and processing the
texts (Anderson-Inman & Horney, 2007; Dolan
et al., 2005; Fuchs and Fuchs, 2001).”
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Any item, piece of equipment or product system, wheth-
er acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or cus-
tomized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve
the functional capabilities of children with disabilities.
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Assistive Technology

The term does not include a medical device that is surgi-
cally implanted, or the replacement of such device.
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Tessie Rose Bailey is a principal technical assistance consultant at AlR.
Her primary responsibilities include developing high quality technical as-
sistance resources and providing technical assistance to states, districts,

Resources and Websites/OSEP funded -
National Centers:
1. Text-to-Speech Technology: What it is and How it - -

works (http://www.readingrockets.org/article/text- -
speech-technology-what-it-and-how-it-works)

2. The Difference between Audiobooks and Text-to-
Speech (https://www.understood.org/en/school-

learning/assistive-technology/assistive-technologies- )
basics/the-difference-between-audiobooks-and-text-to

-speech)
3. Will Digital accessible books improve reading for
students with dyslexia? (https:/www.edsurge.com/

news/2015-01-27-will-digital-accessible-books- - - - -
improve-reading-for-students-with-dyslexia) - -and-

-and- - - - - -
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